
Beginning Genealogy

How to get started researching 

your family history.

Laramie County Library System

Cheyenne, Wyoming



Beginning Genealogy 

Overview:
Record What You Already Know.

Start with yourself and work backwards.

Get Organized

Read a Genealogy How-To Book.

Begin Your Research at Home.

Look for Compiled Information.

Choose One Ancestor to Research.

Look for Original Records.

Census Records

Vital Records

Social Security Death Index



Record What You Already 

Know.

Using Pedigree Charts:

Begin with yourself and work

back one generation at a time.

ÅYou are number 1.

ÅYour father is number 2.

ÊFatherôs name on the upper line.

ÅYour mother is number 3.

ÊUse the womanôs maiden name.

ÅMen always have even numbers, wives have odd 

numbers which are one more than their husbandôs 

number.





Recording Information in 

Pedigree Charts.

Write surnames in capital letters:

Marissa Jane SMITH

Write dates military style:

10 Aug 2006

Write names of places from smallest to 
largest:

Cheyenne, Laramie County, Wyoming, 
USA



Using Family Group Sheets.

A family group includes parents, children, and 
the spouse of each of those children.

Prepare a family group sheet for                   
each couple, formally married                            
or not.

Include all children alive or                           
deceased.

Include adopted children,                                        
but indicate adopted.

Show where you found the                          
information.




