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Review of Beginning Genealogy

1. Record What You Already Know
Begin With Yourself and Work Back
Read a Howo Book
Begin Your Research At Home
Look for compiled information
Choose one ancestor to research
Look for Original Records
I Census Records
I Vital Records (birth, marriage, death)
I Social Security Death Index
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Other U.S. Records

A Probate (Wills)

A Land

A Church

A Cemetery and Burial

A Newspapers

A Federal and Local Tax

A Military

A City Directories

A Immigration/Naturalization
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A What they contain
A Where to find them 3



Where to Find Public Records

A Check books Search the LCLS library catalog.
Search other libraries througiWorldCat Check

the LDS Family

History Library at

www.familysearch.ordor records in books or

micrororm.

A Check the Interne& computer databases such
asAncestry Library EditioifALE) andderitage

Quest(HQ).

A But many records are still held at the local level

and you will eith

er have to write to a state,

county or township records office to get them
(and pay $) or visit in person.


http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.ancestrylibrary.com/default.aspx
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/

Ancestry Library Edition: Much more
than just census images.

= Ancestrylibrary.com - Search Birth Recornds, Death Records, Marriage Records and US Census Recor - Windows Internet Explorer,
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Browse by location
1. Select Region:
United States UK & Ireland Europe Canada
Australia
2. Select State:
« Alabama s Illinois « Montana + Rhode Island
s Alaska » Indiana s Nebraska » South Carolina
e Arizona e Jowa s Nevada » South Dakota
e Arkansas * Kansas * New Hampshire « Tennessee
» California » Kentucky » New lersey e Texas
» Colorado » Louisiana » New Mexico » Utah
» Connecticut » Maine s New York s Vermont
s [Delaware s« Maryland » North Caroling e« Virginia
+ Flornda s Massachusetts « North Dakota « Washington
» Georgia = Michigan » Ohio » Washington, D.C.
» Hawaii * Minnesota » Oklahoma * West Virginia
» Idaho » Mississippi * QOregon » Wisconsin
s Missouri » Pennsylvania = Wvyoming
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Directories & Member Lists

- New York City Directory
1890

- Early UK and U.5. Directories

- Mmore...

Court, Land & Probate

- Texas Land Title Abstracts

- Middlesex, MA Probate Index
- Mmore...

Reference & Finding Aids

- Genealogical Library Master
Index

- Mmore...

Stories & Publications
Biography & History
- AGEI
- Slave Narratives
- more...

Newspapers & Periodicals

- Virginia Genealogical Society
Otrly

- Railway Gazetter Worldwide

- more...

Photos & Maps
Photos & Maps
- Ancestry Map Center RHEW
- W.S. School Yearbooks
- more...

Trees & Community
- Ancestry World Tree
- Message Boards

list all databases...
recent webecite additions...
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Probate Court Records

AProbater legal instruments dealing
with the dispersal of the estate of
someone who died.

AProbate process involves:
i/ 2ff SOUAY3I | RSC
I Liquidating liabilities
| Paying necessary taxes
| Distributing property to heirs



More About Probate Court

A Probate court has general power over:
| probate of wills,
I administration of estates, and

I In some states, is empowered to appoint
guardians or apprave adoption of minors.

A In certain states Probate Court is or was callec
Surrogateor h NLJK Eofif a

A Final document is issued anecorded by the
probate court and, if land is involved, with the
local land records office.
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Two Classes of Probate Record:
ATestate

| Person died leaving a valid will
(Testator)

Alntestate-

| Person died leaving no will
(Intestate)



Why Use Probate Records?

AEXxist in times and placesirlier
than other records.

Aldentify family relationshipsand
verify death dates

AName spouser pastspouses.
AProof ofheirs.



Probate Indexes

ASeparate indexes may be available for:
I Guardianships
I Wills or testaments

ALists of material goods, including land,
houses, farm animals, heirlooms.

A Estate Proceedings:
| Bills of sale
I Inventory and appraisal



Where to Find

Probate Court Records

A Most wills are registered and filed in the
countieswhere they were probated. Look 30
to 90 days after the death of the property
owner.

A Some are available on theternet ¢ try
www.ancestrylibrary.com
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there may be more.



http://www.ancestrylibrary.com/

L and Records

ALand records exist from the very
beginning of the first permanent
seftlements in America.

Aln early America the great majority
of free adult males were land
owners.



Why Use Land Records?

APlace individuals ina particular place
at a specific time.

AHelp determinemigration information
such as

| dates of arrival and dates of departure
ALengths of residence
A Often list thespouse
A Often staterelationships



Land Recordg Patent vs. Deed

AThe termpatent is the official title to the
property.

APatent indicates théirst saleof a piece
of property.

I Once goatentis issued, the property
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iIndividual sector of land ownership and
ISsubsequently sold by deed.




State Land States vs. Federal Land Sta

A StateLand States:

I Landcontrolled initially by the individual
state. This includes the 13 original colonies,
some of the southern states and Hawail.

A Federal Land States:

I Lands initiallicontrolled and dispersed by
the United States governmenipublic
domain). These states are in the south,
west and miawest. These are the
homesteading states.



The StateLand States

A Connecticut

A Delaware

A Georgia

A Hawaii

A Kentucky

A Maine

A Maryland

A Massachusetts
A New Hampshire
A New Jersey

A New York

A North Carolina
A Pennsylvania
A Rhode Island
A South Carolina
A Tennessee

A Texas

A Vermont

A Virginia

A West Virginia



State-Land States

A Following the Revolutionary War each
state dispersed property within Its
own boundaries

A States granted land:
1. Toraise revenues.
2. In lieu of financial rewards to soldiers.

3. To both accommodate anencourage
western migration.



State-Land States

A Southern states filed witbounty
registrar of deeds

AMany New England states filed through
thei 2 6y ©ffice NJ Qa

AUsually recorded in thdeed booksof
eachcounty or town

ALook for:
Grantee Index
Grantor index




Federal Land States

A Alabama A Mississippi

A Alaska A Missouri

A Arizona A Montana

A Arkansas A Nebraska

A California A Nevada

A Colorado A New Mexico
A Florida A North Dakota
A ldaho A Ohio

A lllinois A Oklahoma

A Indiana A Oregon

A lowa A South Dakota
A Kansas A Utah

A Louisiana A Washington
A Michigan A Wisconsin

A Minnesota A Wyoming



Federal Land

A Public lands were first introduced in
1785

A Given tocitizensor intended citizens
to:

I Pay the military (bounty)

I Generate revenue to help
compensate for the depletions of the
Revolutionary War

I Encourage settlement




Federal Land Records

A Applicants completed structured process

I Ultimately the papers were collected into
case files and sent to th®eneral Land
Office.

A Case files can show:
I Places of origin
I Relationships
I Naturalization information




Military Bounty Land Grants

AGiven inlieu of monetary
compensationfor military
service.

AGiven toentice enlistments
during military conflicts.

ACitizenship not a requiremenfor
military bounty land.



