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Review of Beginning Genealogy

1. Record What You Already Know

Begin With Yourself and Work Back

2. Read a How-to Book 

3. Begin Your Research At Home

4. Look for compiled information

5. Choose one ancestor to research

6. Look for Original Records

ï Census Records

ï Vital Records (birth, marriage, death)

ï Social Security Death Index
2



Other U.S. Records 
ÅProbate (Wills)
ÅLand
ÅChurch
ÅCemetery and Burial
ÅNewspapers
ÅFederal and Local Tax
ÅMilitary 
ÅCity Directories
ÅImmigration/Naturalization

CƻǊ 9ŀŎƘ wŜŎƻǊŘ ¢ȅǇŜ ²ŜΩƭƭ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎΥ
ÅWhat they contain
ÅWhere to find them 3



Where to Find Public Records

ÅCheck books.  Search the LCLS library catalog. 
Search other libraries through WorldCat. Check 
the LDS Family History Library at 
www.familysearch.orgfor records in books or 
microform.

ÅCheck the Internet & computer databases such 
as Ancestry Library Edition (ALE) and Heritage 
Quest(HQ). 

ÅBut many records are still held at the local level 
and you will either have to write to a state, 
county or township records office to get them 
(and pay $) or visit in person.
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http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.ancestrylibrary.com/default.aspx
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/


Ancestry Library Edition: Much more 
than just census images.
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Probate Court Records

ÁProbateτlegal instruments dealing 
with the dispersal of the estate of 
someone who died.

ÅProbate process involves:

ï/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜŎŜŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ

ïLiquidating liabilities

ïPaying necessary taxes

ïDistributing property to heirs
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More About Probate Court

ÅProbate court has general power over: 

ïprobate of wills, 

ïadministration of estates, and

ïin some states, is empowered to appoint 
guardians or approve adoption of minors.

ÅIn certain states Probate Court is or was called 
Surrogateor hǊǇƘŀƴΩǎCourt

ÅFinal document is issued andrecorded by the 
probate court and, if land is involved, with the 
local land records office.
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Two Classes of Probate Records:

ÅTestate-

ïPerson died leaving a valid will 
(Testator)

ÅIntestate-

ïPerson died leaving no will 
(Intestate)
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Why Use Probate Records?

ÅExist in times and places earlier 
than other records.

ÅIdentify family relationships and 
verify death dates. 

ÅName spouse or past-spouses.

ÅProof of heirs.
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Probate Indexes

ÅSeparate indexes may be available for:

ïGuardianships

ïWills or testaments

ÅLists of material goods, including land, 
houses, farm animals, heirlooms.

ÅEstate Proceedings:

ïBills of sale 

ïInventory and appraisal
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Where to Find 
Probate Court Records

ÅMost wills are registered and filed in the 
countieswhere they were probated.  Look 30 
to 90 days after the death of the property 
owner.

ÅSome are available on the Internet ςtry 
www.ancestrylibrary.com. 

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƛƭƭ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ς
there may be more.
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http://www.ancestrylibrary.com/


Land Records

ÅLand records exist from the very 

beginning of the first permanent 

settlements in America.

ÅIn early America the great majority 

of free adult males were land 

owners.
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Why Use Land Records?

ÅPlace individuals in a particular place

at a specific time. 

ÅHelp determine migration information 
such as 

ïdates of arrival and dates of departure

ÅLengths of residence

ÅOften list the spouse.

ÅOften state relationships.
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Land Records ςPatent vs. Deed

ÅThe term patent is the official title to the 
property.
ÅPatent indicates the first sale of a piece 

of property.

ïOnce a patent is issued, the property 
ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƛǾŀǘŜέ ƻǊ 
individual sector of land ownership and 
is subsequently sold by a deed.
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State Land States vs. Federal Land States

ÅState-Land States:

ïLand controlled initially by the individual 
state.  This includes the 13 original colonies, 
some of the southern states and Hawaii.

ÅFederal Land States:

ïLands initially controlled and dispersed by 
the United States government (public 
domain).  These states are in the south, 
west and mid-west.  These are the 
homesteading states.
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The State-Land States

ÅConnecticut

ÅDelaware

ÅGeorgia

ÅHawaii

ÅKentucky

ÅMaine

ÅMaryland

ÅMassachusetts

ÅNew Hampshire

ÅNew Jersey

ÅNew York

ÅNorth Carolina

ÅPennsylvania

ÅRhode Island

ÅSouth Carolina

ÅTennessee

ÅTexas

ÅVermont

ÅVirginia

ÅWest Virginia
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State-Land States

Å Following the Revolutionary War each 
state dispersed property within its 
own boundaries

Å States granted land:

1. To raise revenues. 

2. In lieu of financial rewards to soldiers.

3. To both accommodate and encourage 
western migration.
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State-Land States

ÅSouthern states filed with county
registrar of deeds
ÅMany New England states filed through 

the ǘƻǿƴ ŎƭŜǊƪΩǎoffice
ÅUsually recorded in the deed books of 

each county or town
ÅLook for:

Grantee index
Grantor index

18



Federal Land States
ÅAlabama
ÅAlaska
ÅArizona
ÅArkansas
ÅCalifornia
ÅColorado
ÅFlorida
ÅIdaho
ÅIllinois
ÅIndiana
ÅIowa
ÅKansas
ÅLouisiana
ÅMichigan 
ÅMinnesota

ÅMississippi
ÅMissouri
ÅMontana
ÅNebraska
ÅNevada
ÅNew Mexico
ÅNorth Dakota
ÅOhio
ÅOklahoma
ÅOregon
ÅSouth Dakota
ÅUtah
ÅWashington
ÅWisconsin
ÅWyoming
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Federal Land

Å Public lands were first introduced in 
1785.

Å Given to citizensor intended citizens
to:

ïPay the military (bounty)

ïGenerate revenue to help 
compensate for the depletions of the 
Revolutionary War

ïEncourage settlement
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Federal Land Records

ÅApplicants completed a structured process.

ïUltimately the papers were collected into 
case files and sent to the General Land 
Office.

ÅCase files can show:

ïPlaces of origin

ïRelationships

ïNaturalization information
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Military Bounty Land Grants

ÅGiven in lieu of monetary 
compensationfor military 
service.

ÅGiven to entice enlistments 
during military conflicts.

ÅCitizenship not a requirement for 
military bounty land.
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