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Genealogy Basics Overview:

Record what you already know.

Read a genealogy how-to book.

Begin your research at home.

Look for already published 
information.

Research one ancestral line at a 
time.

Look for original records.



Record What You Already 

Know.

Write surnames in capital letters

William James THOMAS

Write dates military style

10 Aug 2006

Write names of places from smallest to 
largest

Cheyenne, Laramie, Wyoming, USA







Work Backwards 

From Known to Unknown.

Work backwards from the present to the 
past, one generation at a time.

This will help you keep from making 
mistakes.

Dates and places of events are just as 
important as names.



What are you looking for?:

Who

A full name, use a womanôs maiden nameif known.

What

The event: birth, death, marriage, etc.

Where

Important to know the placewhere a person was 
born, married, lived or  died, etc.

When

An (at least) approximate datefor a vital event   
(birth, death, marriage, etc.)



How do I keep track of all of 

this information?

Paper forms and filing cabinets

Genealogy specific software

Storage on your computer, on flash drives, 

external hard drives, in the ñcloudò, etc.

Stored in a shared family tree in a 

databasesuch as Ancestry.com or 

FamilySearch.org.



Using paper forms:

Use pedigree (or ancestry) charts, family 
group sheets, research logs, to get organized. 

Paper genealogical formsare available for you 
in the LCLS Genealogy Room or on the 
Internet.



Genealogy Software Programs:

FREE:

Legacy Family Tree ïStandard edition 

www.legacyfamilytree.com

Gramps gramps-project.org

Family Tree Builder www.myheritage.com

RootsMagicEssentials www.rootsmagic.com/essentials/

For a small cost ($30-$50):

Family Tree Maker, Generations, Legacy Family Tree ï

Deluxe edition, The Master Genealogist, etc.

For the Mac:

Reunion, MacFamilyTree, Genealogy Pro,             

Heredis, iFamily, etc.

http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/
http://gramps-project.org/
http://www.myheritage.com/
http://www.rootsmagic.com/essentials/


Family Tree at FamilySearch.org:

http://www.familysearch.org/


Family tree at Ancestry.com:

http://www.ancestry.com/

