Summer reading program
sees record-high numbers

By James Chilton
jchitton@wyomingnews.com

CHEYENNE-Amongthe
Laramie County Library
System’s many goals, noneis
moreimperativethanim-
proving and maintaining
literacy among the county’s
youth.

And asthe summer begins
towind down, library offi-
cials have bigreasonsto
celebrate.

Thelibrary saw record
numbersof childrenand
adolescents register for-
and complete—thisyear’s
summer reading program,
easily surpassing the goal it
setatthe beginning of the
summer.

“Ayear ago, we had 4,961
signups, and we wanted to
break 5,000 thisyear,” said
Lucie Osborn, the county’s
headlibrarian.

“Wedid thatandthen
some,” added Beth Cook, the
library system’s manager of
youthand outreach services.
“Wehadalotmoresignups
this year,and interms of
completion, we hadanin-
crease inthe completionrate
inalmosteveryage group.”

Intotal, 6,179 people, in-
cluding 4,252 childrenbe-
tweenpre-kindergartenand
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Registrants and completions, Laramie County Library System Sumsmer

Reading Program, 2011-2012

Agegroup Registramts  Completions  Percestageof
201 201 complations, 2011

Pre-K 681 475 698%

Grades K-6 2,067 1173 56.T%

Grades7-12 692 413 59.7%

Adults 1521 881 579%

Totat 4961 2942 593%

Agogroup Registramts  Complistions  Percentageef

Pre-K 942 627 66.6%

GradesK-6 2459 1,507 61.3%

Grages7-12 851 520 611%

Adults 1927 1,086 564%

Tatal 6179 3740, 605%

Seawes: Loromie County Librory System, Youth and Outreoch Services.
18yearsold, registered for Both Cook and Osborn said
the program, with 2,654 they’re notcertain why the
childrencompletingitand program’s numbersjumped
walking away withtheirown asmuchasthey did thisyear.
freebook. That will be something the

“Theysignuptosetagoal library’ssummerreading
toreadforeither25days (30 committee will discuss dur-
minuteseach day),25books  ingtheir“debriefing” over
or 25hours,” Cooksaid. “For the next few weeks.
every five that they finish, Inthe meantime, they
they getaprize,and once agreed thattheimportant
they finish the 25 goal, the thingismore children than
childrenandteenagersre- everbeforeareboningupon
ceiveabook astheircomple- their reading, which will
tionprize.”

Read: Dohétion

Jhelp themavoid the “sum-
Iy

merslide” inreadingskills
thatmany school-agechil-
drenexperience while
schoolisout.

Butthe summerreading
programisn’tjustopento
childrenandteenagers.
Osbornsaid the library also
encourages adultstosignup,
sincethey help model the
behaviorsthatchildren will
take after.

“Weknow children imitate
the behaviorof the adultsin
theirlives, so weencourage
adultstoread asmuchaswe
encourage children,” she

said.

Cookadded thatnotonly
have more children than
ever completed the pro-
gram, many whodid contin-
ued tostick with it as partof
the library’s “Read fora
Good Cause” program.

Cook said that forevery
additional five books, hours
ordaysachild completed
afterfinishing the main
reading program, they
earned $5toward the Friday
Food Bag Foundation, alocal
nonprofitthatprovides
weekend mealstochildren
inneed.

Osbornsaid Cheyenne
State Bankand the Rotary

See Reod, poge AB

given for extra
reading efforts

L Cooksaid. “Thesekids getso
ClubofCheyenneagreedto  eycited whenthey walkout
donate upto$2,000toward withtheirown book. I’s our
the Friday Food Bag favorite part.”
Foundation, whichwould Thisyear’s programwasn’t
haverequired400childrento 4 plete X 3
completeanadditionalfive  Cooknoted thatwhile more
books/hours/daysmilestone  pre-kindergartenerscom-
beyond theirinitial 25. pleted the programthanever
“Wehad712ofthosecom-  peforethisyear, theiroverall
pletions,” Cook said, “which  completionratedid drop
isawesome.” . slightly, to66.6 percentfrom
Osbornsaid Chick-Fil-A, 9.8 percentlastsummer.
TacoJohn’sand thelibrary That, Osborn said, isthe
foundation suppliedcou- statistic sheand the restof
pons, which were usedas the summer reading commit-
prizes formilestonesduring  tee will befocusingonthe
the program. Sheaddedthat  closest,inhopesof finding
the free booksattheendwere out whatworked and what
providedby agenerousanon- didn't.
ymous donorwhohasgiven “] care moreaboutthe
thelibrarytensofthousands completionofthepre-Kand
of dollars for that purpose elementary than theolder
duringthe pasttwoyears. groups,"stomsald,agam
“Giving childrenandteens  noting theimportance of
abookattheendisahuge developinsgooglreadmg
incentive, it y opinion,” habits earlyinlife.





