Library’s exhibit, film series
are a great Earth education

The Laramie
CountyLibraryin
Cheyenneisunlike
any otherin
S \‘V’ Wyoming, perhaps

1 unlike any otherin
the country.

Itsairy, welcom-
ingandeco-friendly
atmosphereinvites
young and old alike.
Itssecond-floor
interactive center
featuresexpansive areas thaten-
courage play, reading and fun-filled
learning.

This month, the library features
the Discover Earth Exhibit,ajoyful
way oflearning for visitorsof any
age.

The Laramie County facilityisone
of only 10libraries nationwide tobe
awarded the Discover Earth exhibit.

Now, thelibrary showcasesthe
exhibitonthe firstand second floors,
providing afun way tolearnnew
information aboutour dearlyloved -
though oft-abused-home planet to
all who take the time and curiosity to
lookandlinger.

Iasked Jennifer Rife, thelibrary’s
design and humanities coordinator,
which points favored the selection of
the locallibrary for Discover Earth
inthis very competitive selection
process.

“QOurapplication stressed the rural
nature of our state and the fact that
Cheyenneisits capital, the arena of
our state’slegislative decisions,” Ms.
Rifesaid. “Abigpluswasthat NCAR
(the National Center for
Atmospheric Research) selected our
city asthe site foritsnew supercom-
putercenter.”

Infact,onOct. 23 at6:30p.m., Tim
Sheitlin from NCAR willbe on hand
for atour of NCAR’s earth systems
science. The software engineer
plans toshow computerized anima-
tionsof our oceans, and he’ll explain
global chemistry, weatherand cli-
mate with the help of computerized
images. The eventisoffered for
adultsandteens.

The portion of Discover Earth on

Edith

the second floor is truly impressive.
My 10-year-old granddaughter

loved playing “YouDecide,” which

allowed hertobe mayorofalarge

" city whois faced with decisions, from

dealing withan approaching hurri-
caneto the possible buildingofa
hospital onan earthquake-prone
faultline.

The mayor gets help from three
advisers but must make the decision
onherown.

Inthe teenroom, a quiz game of-
fersaseriesof numberstohelp
youngsters guessthe tallesttrees on
Earth, the age of our planet, our big-
gest mountain ranges and how many
lightning strikes hitthe earthevery
day.

Elsewhere, adisplayillustrates
disasters suffered in Wyoming: the
rainstorm of 1985 thatkilled 12 peo-
pleand injured 70, the “most-
watchedtornado” 01979, the flash-
floodin Medicine Bow of July 17,
2011.

Onthefirstfloor,aportionto
Discover Earth explains how ani-
mals and people adaptto harshor
changing environments, displaying
anything from Mukluk sealskin
boots to bison’s thick winter fur.

Itincludes picturesque informa-
tion aboutthe geology of Wyoming
and Cheyenne.

Laurel Shelley-Reussistheli-
brary’sadult programming special-
ist,incharge of sessionsranging
fromthe popular “Classic
Conversations” with the Cheyenne
Symphony’s Maestro Intriligatorto
writing workshops for National
Novel Writing Month to Law Night
(volunteers from the Wyoming State
Bargive freelegal advice).

Lastyear, she entered aunique
partnership with Jackson Hole
Wildlife Film Festival that continues
thisyear. The festival provides par-
ticular films for arental fee.

“Lastyear we showed four of its
mostoutstanding films,” says Ms.
Shelley-Reuss. “Thisyear we se-
lected three thatcomplementour
Discover Earth programs.”

Jackson Hole draws film

submissions fromall over the world.
With the help of afestival librarian,
the specialist selects films thatare
winners or finalistsatthe festival.
Hercriteriaincludelocalinterest
and conservation.

The film shown Sept. 25 concerned
the work of a Wyoming native, Joe
Hutto, protagonistof “My Lifeasa
Turkey” and naturalist extraordi-
naire.

The highly articulate Huttospent
18 monthsin asecluded Florida
forestraising (and, as time wenton,
merely following) wild turkeysthat
hadimprinted on himas hatchlings.

Inthe film, he narrates the birds’
intelligence and emotional lives,and
he demonstrates that wild turkeys
havelittlein common with commer-
cially-raised fowl.

The film featuresoutstanding
footage of the region’s wildlife, as
well as the joys and hardships-and,
yes, the sorrows—occasioned by his
devotiontothe flock. He has since
returned to Wyoming, where he
“lives with” mule deer.

The showing on Tuesday willbe
“Radioactive Wolves,” asaga of
wolvesin anareaaffected by the
explosion ofthe Chernobyl reactorin
April1986. The so-called “exclusion
zone” of Chernobyl, stretching from
Ukraineinto Belarus and Russia,
displaced 340,000 people. Since
then, uninhibited by the presence of
humans, a profusion of wild species
hasspread overaterritory of roughly
3,000square kilometers.

Thelibrary’s Discover Earth has
welcomed busloads of Wyoming
students from schools far and near.

Having visited the exhibit repeat-
edly myself, 1 encourage everyoneto
dropinand make friends with it
throughthe month of October.

Further, as devotee of the wildlife
film series,Iurge ourresidentsto
avail themselves of this marvelous
opportunity, offered entirely free of
charge-withhotdrinks and popcorn
toboot.

Edith Cook is a Cheyenne writer.
Email: el04cook@gmail.com. -





