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Laramie County Library System to Host Presentation on Black History in the West

On February 19" at 6:30 p.m. in the Cottonwood Room, Laramie County Library will host Laramie
County Community College history instructor Mary Ludwig as she presents, The Exodusters: Black
History in the West, a powerful presentation that will detail the harrowing 1879 migration of over 15,000
black men, women, and children as they sought new opportunities in western states.

This event is an exploration of this year’s Black History Month theme, Black Migrations, which,
according to the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, “emphasizes the
movement of people of African descent to new destinations and subsequently to new social realities.” The
Exodusters were the first mass migration of black peoples in America since the Civil War, and their
western communities proved to be pivotal models of pioneer spirit in the burgeoning frontier.

Please join Laramie County Library System in learning about and honoring these incredible Exodusters
whose influence, bravery, and perseverance embody and celebrate the theme of Black Migrations.

Contact
Kasey Storey at 307-773-7225 or kastorey@Iclsonline.org for media information or to arrange
interviews. For general library information, please call 307-634-3561 or visit_Iclsonline.org.
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